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I Will Lift Up Mine Eyes
I. I Will Lift Up Mine Eyes
I will lift up mine eyes to the hills, 
to the hills from whence cometh my help.
I will lift up mine eyes to the hills, 
to the hills from whence cometh my help.
My help cometh surely cometh from the Lord, 
Maker of heaven and earth. 
He will not suffer they foot to be moved:
He that keepeth thee will not slumber nor sleep. 
The sun will not smite thee by day, 
nor the moon by night.
The Lord shall preserve thee from evil:
The Lord shall preserve thy soul! 
I will lift up mine eyes to the hills.
II. How Long?
How long, O Lord? How long?
How long, O Lord, will Thou forget me?
How long will Thou hide Thy face from me?
How long? How long must I suffer anguish in my soul and grief in my heart?
Look now and answer me, O Lord. 
Give light, O Lord, give light to my eyes, 
lest I sleep - the sleep of death. 
How long, O Lord? How long? 
III.  The Lord is My Shepherd, Alleluia
Alleluia, 
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
The Lord is my shepherd, I'll not want. 
He maketh me to lie down in the green pastures:
He leadeth me beside still waters. 
He restoreth, He restoreth my soul, 
He restoreth my soul:
Yea, though I walk through the calley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil:
for Thou art with me, 
Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me. 
Though preparest a table before me
in the presence of my enemies:
Thou anointest my head with oil;
my cup, my cup runneth over. 
Surely, goodness and mercy shall follow me, 
all the days of my life:
and I will dwell forever. 
I will lift up mine eyes to the hills, 
I will lift up!
Alleluia.
In Bright Mansions Above
Ah Lord, I want to live up yonder,  
In bright mansions above,
Lord, I want to live up yonder, 
In bright mansions above. 
My mother's gone to glory, I want to go there too; Lord, 
I want to live up yonder, up yonder in mansions above. 
In bright mansions above,
Lord, I want, yes, I want to live up yonder, 
in bright mansions above.  
Program Notes
I Will Lift Up Mine Eyes is a short cantata for soloist and piano or
orchestra.  It sets texts of Psalms 121, 13, and 23.   
Adolphus Hailstork’s eightieth birthday year is 2021, and his music is perhaps
being appreciated more than it ever has been.  The composer said this about
his journey:
“I am an African-American. There exists a distinct and rich African-American
musical heritage that is more than pop, but has influenced worldwide popular
music. That legacy, beginning with the slave songs, is an important part of
me which I had overlooked in my attempt be a classical modernist. Over the
decades of my career, I have written some pieces with zero African-American
idioms, some other pieces strongly drawing from that rich vein, pieces with
Euro-American and African-American styles juxtaposed, and some with both
blended in varying strengths. My journey to self increasingly has included
music idioms of my people, the gift handed down as folk music, or church
music, or jazz, or blues.” 
This work is one in which the composer draws strongly on what he calls
“African-American idioms,” notably in movements two and three.  The
strength of the work is in the antecedent second movement in which the
question is asked “How Long, O Lord,”; and the consequent third movement,
“The Lord is My Shepherd,” which answers the question through musical
assurance and soaring melody.    
Movement three recalls themes of the first two movements before an
expansive statement, “Alleluia.”  The ecstatic exuberance of this movement
is cooled in the last ten measures of the work, as the piano gently reminds
“How long, o Lord?”, and the singers respond with a last, muted “Alleluia.”
In Bright Mansions Above is an early arrangement of brilliant composer
and arranger Roland M. Carter. The beginning is striking in its beauty on
"Ah’s", imitating the voices of angels singing and evoking the arrival of
freedom. Gorgeous voice leading filled with suspensions as well as vivid
counterpoint all lead to a modulation which marks the beginning of a majestic
procession and arrival into Heaven. The piece ends in a very intimate and
improvisatory gospel manner.
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